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22" December 2020

Deputy Denise Mitchell,
Dail Eireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

PQ 42878/20 - To ask the Minister for Health the number of children waiting over 12 months to see a speech
and language therapist by CHO in tabular form
-Denise Mitchell

Dear Deputy Mitchell

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for response.

The spread of COVID-19 is posing significant challenges for many service areas, including all Therapy Services. In
light of these unprecedented challenges together with the Government’s guidance on social distancing and on
‘Cocooning’ for those aged over 70, the HSE has had to reassess its operation of Community Therapy Services
nationally, to ensure that the assessed needs of those clients with the highest priority are met.

As a result of the national effort across all Community Healthcare Organisations throughout the country, some
aspects of normal monthly reporting have been delayed. Please find attached Appendices which contain the
following, in tabular form;

Appendix 1 — Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients awaiting Initial
Assessment - October 2020

Appendix 2 — Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients awaiting Initial
Therapy — October 2020

Appendix 3 — Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients awaiting Further
Therapy - October 2020

Please note the list of areas at the bottom of the Appendix which did not return data, as some areas were not in
a position to return data due to staff being redeployed to Covid-19 related duties. Please also note that because
of this the overall accuracy of the waiting list data is impacted.

The HSE is working to ensure timely access to children and adults requiring therapy services, and to reduce long
waiting times for these important services.



As this is an evolving and unprecedented situation, the HSE will keep matters in review and will advise clients
and/or family members accordingly.

| trust this information is of assistance to you.

Yours sincerely,

TJ Dunford,

Interim Head of Operations Primary Care/A.N.D.
Community Operations



Appendix 1 - Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients awaiting Initial
Assessment - October 2020

18 months & 1

cHoarea | Otoamtns | T L | oy Tzmonths | day- damems | T2 | O | Tou
months

CHO1 484 437 297 229 26 0 1,473
CHO2 421 332 233 86 3 10 1,085
CHO3 688 304 293 102 58 28 1,473
CHO4 855 136 12 1 11 13 1,028
CHO5 546 273 734 174 1 0 1,728
CHOG6 168 23 23 19 18 3 254
CHO7 421 223 640 370 259 416 2,329
CHO8 828 475 217 274 59 7 1,860
CHO9 507 462 1,025 802 219 43 3,058
Total 4,918 2,665 3,474 2,057 654 520 14,288

Note : October data not returned for Kildare/West Wicklow (CHO 7).

Appendix 2 - Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients awaiting Initial
Therapy - October 2020

Homes | ooammns | STnSEL | smombsat | azmembsar | BOUES | om o,
months
CHO1 29 36 16 0 0 0 81
CHO2 229 283 279 141 52 227 1,211
CHO3 173 56 135 49 15 25 453
CHO4 479 401 610 455 127 125 2,197
CHO5 248 84 302 490 431 313 1,868
CHO6 93 4 0 0 0 0 97
CHO?7 90 108 374 505 279 234 1,590
CHOS8 58 32 103 96 63 1 353
CHO9 307 66 418 637 77 10 1,515
Total 1,706 1,070 2,237 2,373 1,044 935 9,365

Note : October data not returned for Kildare/West Wicklow (CHO 7)




Appendix 3 - Speech and Language Therapy - Number of 0-17 years & 11 months old patients
awaiting Further Therapy - October 2020

4 months & 8 months & 1 12 months & 18 months 524
CHO Area 0 to 4 Mths 1day-8 day - 12 1day-18 & 1dayto Total
months
months months months 24 months

CHO1 727 948 250 70 10 0 2,005
CHO2 907 905 573 108 18 4 2,515
CHO3 747 465 447 289 152 48 2,148
CHO4 956 803 858 500 162 119 3,398
CHO5 159 446 807 304 113 28 1,857
CHO6 59 0 0 0 0 0 59
CHO7 175 185 624 745 317 254 2,300
CHO8 91 176 52 39 42 10 410
CHO9 414 156 874 1,080 182 4 2,710
Total 4,235 4,084 4,485 3,135 996 467 17,402

Note : October data not returned for Kildare/West Wicklow (CHO 7)




