Office of the Head of Operations Primary Care, Community Operations
Dr. Steevens Hospital, Dublin 8, DO8 W2A8
Tel: 01-6352682 Email: community.primarycare@hse.ie

Oifig Ceann na n-Oibriochtai, Clraim Phriomhuil,Oibriochtai Pobail
Ospidéal Dr. Steevens’ Baile Atha Cliath 8, DO8 W2A8
T 01 6352682 R: community.primarycare@hse.ie

12" March 2020

Deputy Stephen Donnelly,
Dail Eireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

PQ 3521/20 - To ask the Minister for Health the number of children under 18 years of age waiting for a
podiatry appointment in primary care at the end of February 2020 or the latest date available by LHO; and the
number waiting less than 4, 4 to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form

-Stephen Donnelly

Dear Deputy Donnelly,

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for response.

Podiatry is one of a range of multi-diciplinary services provided through Primary Care in Community Healthcare
Organisations. Podiatrists provide assessment, diagnosis and intervention programmes for people with lower-
limb and foot- related problems. Access to podiatry is an important element of community based care for frail
older people and people with chronic health conditions.

Please find attached Appendix 1 which contains, in tabular form, details of the waiting list for Podiatry in
community services as of January 2020 for patients aged 0 - 17. Please note that February waiting list data as
requested will not be generated until the end of March.

The zeroes in many of the fields in the attached waiting list for Podiatry is reflective of the low level of demand
for Podiatry services from this age cohort which results in low numbers on or no waiting lists in many areas. Our
data shows that the vast majority of demand for Podiatry services is from older age cohorts particularly from
patients aged 65 years and older.

The HSE is committed to the provision of high quality, safe and accessible community services for all children
and eligible adults.

| trust this information is of assistance to you.



Yours sincerely,

pp

Siobhan McArdle,
Head of Operations Primary Care,
Community Operations



Appendix 1: Podiatry - Number of Patients aged 0 to 17 years old waiting for treatment January

2020
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