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Deputy Cormac Devlin, 
Dail Eireann, 
Leinster House,  
Kildare Street, 
Dublin 2. 
e-mail: cormac.devlin@oireachtas.ie 
 
Dear Deputy Devlin, 
 
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the 
following parliamentary question, which was submitted to this department for response. 
 
PQ 33450/20 
 
To ask the Minister for Health the status of the implementation of the neurorehabilitation strategy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. 
 
HSE Response 
 
The Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy Implementation Framework (IF) was launched in February 2019. 
The overarching aim of the Strategy is the development of neuro-rehabilitation services to improve 
patient outcomes by providing safe, high quality, person -centred neuro-rehabilitation at the lowest 
appropriate level of complexity. This must be integrated across the care pathway, and provided as 
close to home as possible or in specialist centres where necessary.  
 
These services should be configured into population based managed clinical rehabilitation networks 
(MCRNs). The MCRN, while an effective model in a number of European countries, is a new concept 
in Ireland. MCRNs are recognised as having the potential to bring together an appropriate range of 
primary, secondary and tertiary services to ensure equitable provision of high quality and clinically 
effective services.  
 
Funding has been sought and approved to support the introduction of a managed clinical rehabilitation 
network demonstrator project. The focus of the demonstrator project is the development of post-acute 
and community neuro-rehabilitation services across CHO 6 & 7. In terms of service provision, this is 
where the gap is most evident in terms of demonstrating a Network model.  
 
Funding will become available from Q4 2020, with full year funding of €2.29m available for 2021.The 
learning from the demonstrator project will inform implementation of the Neuro-rehabilitation Strategy 
across each CHO and implementation of strategy will roll-out from 2022. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bernard O Regan 
Head of Disability Strategy and Planning 
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