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curtailed in each hospital since 3 January 2020.

Dear Deputy Sherlock,

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context
of the above Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health

for response.

Response

Since the onset of COVID-19 there has been significant reduction in all scheduled
care activity across Acute Services including outpatient clinics, this is in line with the
National Action Plan on COVID-19 (page 20).

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/47b727-government-publishes-national-action-

plan-on-covid-19/

Arising from the NPHET decision in early May regarding resumption of services and
aligned with the roadmap for reopening society and business, Phase 1

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad5dd0-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-may-

18-phase-1/#health-and-social-care, interim guidance was developed in the context

of all scheduled services for the resumption of activity.


https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/47b727-government-publishes-national-action-plan-on-covid-19/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/47b727-government-publishes-national-action-plan-on-covid-19/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad5dd0-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-may-18-phase-1/#health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad5dd0-easing-the-covid-19-restrictions-on-may-18-phase-1/#health-and-social-care

This guidance was approved by the Expert Advisory Group (EAG) and was issued to

all hospital groups/hospitals to support the resumption of scheduled care.

This guidance outlines the measures that need to be undertaken to ensure safety for
both patients and staff and vary depending on the type of appointment or treatment
the patient is receiving. Key advice for both patients and staff has been provided
depending on the above relating to measures required during the various steps in the
patient journey. In addition to the above guidance has been provided specifically for
individual specialties to support prioritisation of patients during this time of constrained

activity.

Appendix | and Il outline the cancellation data for outpatients and inpatients from the
3" January 2020 to 315t December 2020. This data is collected and provided by the
National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF). The data collected is on new patients and

only data up to the end of 2020 which is the most recent reporting information available

centrally.

| trust that this answers your question.

Robert Kidd

Assistant National Director, Acute Operations

Yours sincerely,







Appendix |

Table 1. New outpatient cancellations

Total Cancellations | 14329 | 12661 | 25895 | 13316 8306 9782 | 11143 9701 | 11884 | 11466 | 11700 8932 | 149115

This data represents cancellations of new patients only, this data includes both patient and a hospital cancellation and

this data includes patients who did not attend for their appointment.

Appendix Il

Table 2: New inpatient/day case cancellations

This data represents cancellations of new patients only, this dataincludes both patient and a hospital cancellation and

this data includes patients who did not attend for their planned procedure.



