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PQ 14780/21 * To ask the Minister for Health the five most recent significant capital projects in the major functional 

responsibilities of his Department which have required his sanction; the time which elapsed between the initial submission 

of the proposal for consideration until the construction commenced; the significant elements making up this period; the time 

spent in assessment prior to approval in the planning process; the time spent in assessment prior to approval in the 

procurement process of contractors; and the way this duration compared with the targeted time to delivery set out at the 

outset of the process. -Richard Bruton 

 

Dear Deputy Bruton, 

 

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary Question 

which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. 

 

Attached please find details as requested of five projects – National Children’s Hospital, National Maternity Hospital, 

National Forensic Hospital, Community Nursing Units – Public Private Partnership (PPP) and National Rehabilitation 

Hospital. 

All capital development proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending 

Code, including detailed appraisal, planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be 

established. Approval must be received for each individual stage to ensure that the proposal delivers value for money and 

remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the project to completion, including equipping and 

commissioning costs.  The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to the successful completion of the 

various approval stages, which can impact on the timeline for delivery. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jim Curran 

National Director, Estates   


