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10th May 2021

Deputy Thomas Pringle,
Dail Eireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

PQ 23237/21

“To ask the Minister for Health the number of children waiting over four months for
a scoliosis operation; the number of children waiting over 12 months for a
scoliosis operation; and if he will make a statement on the matter”.

Dear Deputy Pringle,

| refer to your parliamentary question above to which | have been asked to provide a
response.

CHI sincerely regret that children and their families are experiencing long waiting
times for their appointments.

CHI continue to actively monitor scoliosis-waiting times for surgery and
proactively continue to work with the HSE and DoH to reduce waiting times for
patients attending the service. As part of the 2021 National Service Plan, CHI
has submitted proposals to the HSE for a number of initiatives which include the
potential for further patients to be transferred to Cappagh Hospital for non-
complex elective surgeries and outsourcing spinal patients to private providers.

Funding has been provided by the HSE for additional paediatric orthopaedic
clinics at Cappagh Orthopaedic Hospital and additional outpatient clinics
commenced on the 17th February. Additional theatre capacity at Cappagh
Orthopaedic hospital commenced on the 26th April for day case surgery in the
first phase. This should result in a significant positive impact in reducing long
waiting times for general orthopaedics in addition to consequential capacity gains
for scoliosis patients.
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CHI continue in partnership with the clinicians and all other stakeholders, the plan
for 2021 is to drive further progress in reducing waiting times by developing a
sustainable model which will ensure that clinical criteria will determine the
timeframe for the delivery of care.

Representatives of CHI, the Orthopaedic Spinal Team and the Advocacy Groups
continue to meet in a co-design fashion on a quarterly basis. This continues to be
an extremely productive and forward thinking group who work on providing
solutions for patients in the spinal service

Attached is the Bi- Weekly Scoliosis Update Report as at 23rd April 2021 for your
information.

Yours sincerely, :

“SGO_ q)OL v -"&gr A,

Joe Gannon

Chief Operations Officer
Children’s Health Ireland
Email: joe.gannon@nchg.ie
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