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Our Ref: PQ 40754/22
17™ August 2022

Deputy Darren O'Rourke
Dail Eireann
Dublin 2

Dear Deputy O’Rourke

| refer to your recent PQ which has been forwarded to me for attention. Firstly, please accept
my sincere apologies for the delay in issuing a response.

PQ: To ask the Minister for Health the number of consultant paediatric ophthalmologist
working in the public health services; his plans to expand this number; the
international recommended best practice ratios for paediatric ophthalmologist
surgeons to population and current ratios.

Childrens Health Ireland (CHI) Response:

| have followed up with Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) and set out here-under the information
that you require.

Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) numbers for Ophthalmology Consultants at CHI at
Crumlin

Donal Brosnahan | Ophthalmology 0.45
Kathryn McCreery | Ophthalmology 0.44
Sarah Chamney Ophthalmology 0.36
Total Ophthalmology 1.25

WTE numbers for Ophthalmology Consultants at CHI at Temple Street

lan Fllitcroft Ophthalmology 0.38
Sarah Chamney Ophthalmology 0.41
Stephen Farrell Ophthalmology 0.55
Claire Hartnett Ophthalmology 0.42
Susan Fitzsimon Ophthalmology 0.09
Total Ophthalmology 1.85
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| can advise that there is no paediatric Ophthalmologist in CHI at Tallaght. Service there is
covered by adult consultant’s providing some part of service under SLA with Tallaght
University Hospital.

Please see data below on international surgical specialities from the HSE National Doctors
Training and Planning report.

Table 61 Comparison of Ireland with international jurisdictions
Total ratio per 100,000 of the Population

Specialty leland  |England  [Scottand |Australia |5€%  |Canada
Population used for calculations | 48m 559m 54m 239m 47m 37m
Emergency Medicine 22 37 45 S7 Si
Anaesthesiology q5 124 144 168 16.4

Intensive Care Medicine 048 115 034 24 182

Total Anaesthesiology and ICM | 9.98 1355 1474 192 1822

General Practice n 76 824 n4 736

Obstetrics & Gynaecology 38 45 47 6.6 62

Paediatrics 54 71 S8 64 79

Psychiatry 98 96 109 123 12

Pathology 53 52 62 5 6.1

Radiology 6 62 64 74 97

Radiation Oncology™ 06 . - 13 - 15
Occupational Medicine 15 - - 08 1.2

Public Health Medicine 18 Not Comparable | 2 15 37
Ophthalmology - Medical 19 - - 36 29

F¢gu'la P«.y:hulry in Engl.md comes from the Royalcollnge o' Psy(ruatnsl'. 201 wuuo'u census wanbbk .1!
..... NICPsychac uk [ fdefaditsource kforce/workforce-cer Yg
- Rod-alm Oncology Is (oﬂv.nbh with Auﬂuha .md Canada but not the other countries, this s because of
&fferences In the service delivery models
" Public Health s not comparable with England because of differunces in how specislists are employed
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Table 6.3 Comparison of Ireland with international jurisdictions (Surgical Specialties)
Total ratio per 100,000 of the Population

Specialty Ireland England Scotland Australia New Zealand
Cardiothoracic Surgery 05 07 06 06 06

General Surgery 43 45 52 55 57

Genoral » Vascular 49 - - - -
Neurosurgery 04 06 06 [+ L] 05
Ophthalmic Surgery 14 26 24 . 29

Oral &Maxiliofacial Surgery |03 07 06 04 05

Sources of Internationa! Data:
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. Nl- MZMMHMM. 2016 database available from:

| trust this information is of assistance to you.

Yours sincerely

EC)Q_ QC(_ Ve N D e

Joe Gannon
Chief Operations Officer
Email: joe.gannon@nchgq.ie
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