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18" May 2022

Ms Violet-Anne Wynne TD,
Dail Eireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2

RE: PQ 22452/22

To ask the Minister for Health the number of persons that presented to the minor injuries unit at Ennis
Hospital in each of the years of 2020, 2021 and to date in 2022, in tabular form. -Violet-Anne Wynne

Dear Deputy Wynne,

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

Please see below data in relation to the number of persons who presented to the Injury Unit at Ennis Hospital in
2020, 2021 and up to the 30" April 2022.

Year Injury Unit Attendance
2020 9,543
2021 11,219
2022 3,813

The doors of the new €2m Injury Unit at Ennis Hospital opened on Friday April 8th, bringing an immediate
improvement in the clinical environment and experience for healthcare staff and the thousands of patients who
use this service every year.

A purpose-built facility adjacent to the main entrance of Ennis Hospital, the new Injury Unit replaces the
existing unit that has operated out of the main hospital building since 2013.

The new Injury Unit boasts five separate patient assessment bays, with the highest standards in Infection
Prevention and Control (IP&C) compliance. There is also a brightly decorated waiting room and a separate
triage area. Other utilities include a clinical room, storeroom, senior nurse manager’s office space, and a nurses’
station.

Laid out in approximately 300 square metres(almost 3,230 square feet) of floor space, the Injury Unit cost just

under €2m—funded from the HSE capital budget—and the project was managed by HSE Capital & Estates.

UL Hospitals Group has three Injury Units—in Ennis, Nenagh and St John’s Hospital—where tens of thousands

of people over the age of 5 years are treated every year for minor injuries such as sprains, breaks and burns. In

University Hospital Limerick is a member of UL Hospitals Group which also comprises; Nenagh Hospital, Ennis
Hospital, Croom Orthopaedic Hospital, University Maternity Hospital Limerick and St. John's Hospital (voluntary).
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2021, of the total of 33,853 patients who attended all three units, 11,219 attended Ennis. This was a 17.6%
increase in demand on 2020 usage of the Ennis unit, returning it to pre-pandemic levels of use.

The Group’s Injury Units help to ensure that the Emergency Department at University Hospital Limerick can
prioritise emergency care for the sickest and most seriously injured patients who need it most.

For patients over the age of 5 years who suffer sprains, breaks and burns, the Injury Units are the most efficient
treatment pathway. The IU teams can also treat sports injuries; including hand and ankle injuries, and can
remove foreign bodies from the eye, ear and nose. Staff also provide quick access to diagnostics and x-rays,
make the necessary arrangements to refer patients to specialist care when required, and arrange follow-up
appointments within the Injury Unit where necessary.

The Ennis Hospital Injury Unit is staffed by an expert team, led by Dr Cormac Mehigan, Consultant in Emergency
Medicine. The team is composed of emergency medicine physicians, advanced nurse practitioners, nurses,
health care assistants and administrative support, working together to provide a high quality and timely service
for people with a wide range of non-emergency injuries. Registered Advanced Nurse Practitioners (RANP) and
Candidate ANPs play a particularly important role, with their ability to perform full episodes of care on patients
from admission to discharge, as well as organising follow-up appointments and ongoing reviews, and referral to
expert care when required.

| trust this clarifies the position, please contact me if you have any further queries.

Yours sincerely,
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Chief Executive Officer
UL Hospitals Group
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Hospital, Croom Orthopaedic Hospital, University Maternity Hospital Limerick and St. John's Hospital (voluntary).




