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Re: PQ ref 25255/22 - Hydrotherapy Pool, Enable Irl Cavan - DSPQ22005

Details
Provision of funding to enable the use of Hydrotherapy Pool at Enable Ireland, Cavan

“To ask the Minister for Health when funding will be allocated to enable the use of the
Hydrotherapy Pool at Enable Ireland, Cavan; and if he will make a statement on the matter” —
Brendan Smith

Dear Deputy Smith,

| refer to your recent correspondence received in my office in relation to the Hydrotherapy Pool
at Enable Ireland, Cavan. | have examined the matter and the following outlines the position.

The Service Manager for Enable Ireland North East Services has advised that Enable Ireland
commissioned the completion of a hydrotherapy pool for its children’s service in Cavan in
2018. The capital cost of building the pool was covered by a mix of fundraising and HSE
income. Enable Ireland has acknowledged its appreciation to the local community for their
support of this project.

With approval from the HSE, using related savings Enable Ireland recruited a part-time pool
attendant in late 2018 and the pool was operational for a period. Unfortunately, the post
holder left the position in 2019 and the pool remained closed throughout 2019 due to funding
issues and the inability to replace the post holder. All Enable Ireland pools were then closed in
accordance with public health guidance throughout 2020 and 2021 due to the Covid-19
Pandemic.

Enable Ireland has submitted a business case to the HSE which is currently going through the
business case process. Funding to cover pay costs for a full time pool attendant post and non-
pay running costs of the pool are being sought. HSE Community Healthcare Cavan, Donegal,
Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo Disability Services will seek to have the necessary funding provided
in its 2023 budget allocation through its submission to national HSE via the Estimates Process
Remedial works to the pool are currently being progressed on the pool through Enable Ireland
funding.



Enable Ireland will also explore opportunities for providing access to the pool to other groups
in the area and to have the pool available for evenings and weekends. It is intended that
income generated from this extended usage will support the upkeep and maintenance of the
pool.

| trust this information is of assistance to you but should you have any further queries please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Got Ml

Edel Quinn

Head of Service Disability CHO1
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