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Duncan Smith, T.D.
Dáil Éireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

15th June 2023

PQ: 28317/23

To ask the Minister for Health the reason court safety orders or court barring orders older than 12 months are not accepted as proof of relationship estrangement by the medical card assessment unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. -Duncan Smith
Dear Deputy Smith,
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary Question (Reference 28317/23), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

Applications for eligibility are processed by establishing, in the first instance, if the applicant (and dependants, if applicable) is within the relevant financial threshold for the grant of Medical Card or GP Visit Card eligibility.  Relevant documentation to support a comprehensive means assessment is required and, as such, it may be necessary for the applicants to submit additional evidence to validate financial details outlined in the application. The information required to proceed must be dated within the last three months to ensure the most up to date information is enclosed with the application. If older information is received, there may have been a change in circumstance that will be overlooked.
Please note that all Medical Card and GP visit card holders are subject to a periodic review of eligibility to determine continuing eligibility. This is again to ensure any change in circumstances that may affect eligibility are accounted for in the reassessment.
Although we do not accept court safety orders or court barring orders older than 12 months as proof of relationship estrangement, we do accept the following once they are recently dated:
· A signed letter and/or statement from the applicant

· Declaration from application providing date of separation

· Court ordered maintenance payment (naming the ex-spouse living in the house)

· Separation Agreement 

· Judicial Separation

· Divorce Decree

· Dissolution of Civil Partnership

· Proof of the Single Parent Tax Credit

· Letter from Solicitor

· Affidavit from Commissioner of Oaths/Peace Commissioner 

I hope this clarifies the matter.
Yours sincerely, 
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​​​​
Suzanne Doyle
Primary Care Eligibility & Reimbursement Service
Seirbhís Aisíoca Príomhchúraim


Bealach amach 5 an M50, Án Bóthar Thuaidh, Fionnghlas, Baile Átha Cliath 11, D11 XKF3


Guthán: 01 8647100


























Primary Care Reimbursement Service


Exit 5, M50, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11, D11 XKF3


Tel:  01- 8647100
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