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Colm Burke TD
Fine Gael 
Leinster House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2


Email: colm.burke@oireachtas.ie


21st November 2023

PQ 48794_23
To ask the Minister for Health if he will provide details of waiting times for persons referred for 
MRIs to determine possible breast cancer diagnosis in each of the eight cancer centres;
and if he will make a statement on the matter. -Colm Burke


Dear Deputy Burke,
The Symptomatic Breast Disease (SBD) clinics, located at the eight cancer centres and Letterkenny Hospital, provide a dedicated pathway to diagnostic evaluation and specialist opinion for people with suspected breast cancer in Ireland. On receipt at the SBD clinics, referrals are triaged as either urgent or non-urgent. The SBD clinics aim to offer an appointment to patients triaged as ‘urgent’ within 10 working days of receipt of referral and to those triaged as non-urgent within 12 weeks (84 calendar days). The HSE National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP) collects data on the numbers of patients attending SBD clinics and the proportion that were an offered an appointment within the target timelines. 

Clinical assessment of patients with suspected breast cancer at the SBD services generally comprises three elements, commonly referred to as ‘triple assessment’: physical examination, imaging (mammography and/or ultrasound), and biopsy (fine needle aspiration cytology (FNAC) and/or core biopsy). The role of MRI (if any) in the diagnostic evaluation of patients with suspected breast cancer may be determined by the clinical team on a case-by-case basis. The NCCP does not collect data on waiting times for MRI. 


Yours sincerely,			
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Dr Caitríona McCarthy

Consultant in Public Health Medicine (MCRN 22360), NCCP 
National Cancer Control Programme
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