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Year 2021 2022 2023 Total 2021 2022 2023Total

2021 50.00 €     85.09 €     85.09 €     220.18 €   34.40 €     76.51 €     91.57 €     202.48 €  

2022 - €         30.00 €     37.80 €     67.80 €     - €         9.35 €       37.76 €     47.11 €    

2023 - €         - €         16.30 €     16.30 €     - €         - €         18.13 €     18.13 €    

50.00 €     115.09 €   139.20 €   304.29 €   34.40 €     85.86 €     147.46 €   267.72 €  

*2021 Yr.3 spend is an estimate s it is in base

2021 2022 2023 Total 2021 2022 2023Total

2021 2.70 €       6.40 €       6.40 €       15.51 €     - €         - €         - €         - €        

2022 - €         1.11 €       2.90 €       4.01 €       - €         - €         - €         - €        

2023 - €         - €         1.70 €       1.70 €       - €         - €         - €         - €        

2.70 €       7.51 €       11.00 €     21.21 €     - €         - €         - €         - €        

*2021 Yr.3 funding in Acutes is an estimate

Acute New Drugs Budget Allocation

PCRS Budget Allocation Gross reimbuirsement

Acutes reimbuirsement
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Colm Burke, T.D.
Dáil Éireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

3rd April 2024

PQ: 50400/23

To ask the Minister for Health to set out in tabular form a detailed breakdown on how the allocated budget for new medicines was spent in the years 2021, 2022 and from 1 January 2023 to 31 October 2023; and if he will make a statement on the matter. -Colm Burke
Dear Deputy Burke,
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary Question (Reference 50400/23), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

Please see below table and information for figures requested as per above:
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2021 New Drugs 

Funding amounting to €50m allocated to the HSE to support the approval of new drugs or for the approval of use for new licence indications, primarily in the Oncology and High Tech Arrangement space in NSP 2021. 

A total of €91.5m was allocated in NSP 2022 in respect of the Full Year Cost of these drugs in 2022 of which €85m relates to PCRS and the remainder is in respect of Acutes.

The HSE approved a total of 52 drugs in 2021, of which 29 were new medicines, 21 were new uses of existing medicines, and 2 medicines were approved for expanded reimbursement. 

Of the 52 drugs approved, 39 drugs were funded from the €50m New Drugs allocation and comprise of 15 ODMS, 17 High Tech, 4 Hospital & 3 CDS drugs). 

The drugs listed above excludes the 5 new drugs approved previously and charged against Covid-19 in 2021. 

2022 New Drugs

Funding amounting to €30m was allocated to the HSE to support the approval of new drugs or for the approval of use for new licence indications, primarily in the Oncology, High Tech Arrangement and Acute drugs space in NSP 2022. 

During 2022, a total of 60 new medicines have been approved by the HSE, 30 of which are new medicines while 30 are licence extensions/new uses of existing medicines. 

Of note, 60% of these medicines were approved on a cost-minimisation basis relative to existing therapies (i.e. an uplift in pharmaceutical expenditure will not be incurred for those medicines as they have demonstrated budget neutrality) while the remaining 40% of drugs approved fall within the €30m new drug allocation. 

The 24 new drugs recommended by Drugs Group that were funded from the €30m were 11 for ODMS, 10 High Tech, 2 Hospital and 1 CDS. 

The new drug budget allocation of €30m had €1.1m allocated to Acute Drugs (reported external to PCRS), while from the remaining €28.9m budget element related to PCRS.

2023 New Drugs 

Funding amounting to €18m was allocated in NSP 2023 to the HSE to support the approval of new drugs or for the approval of use for new licence indications of existing drugs. 

The drugs are primarily in the Oncology, High Tech Arrangement and Acute drugs space. 

During 2023, a total of 36 new medicines were approved by the HSE, 15 of which are new medicines while 21 are licence extensions/new uses of existing medicines. 

Of note, a third of these medicines were approved on a cost-minimisation basis relative to existing therapies (i.e. an uplift in pharmaceutical expenditure will not be incurred for those medicines as they have demonstrated budget neutrality). 

Of the 22 new medicines/new uses of existing medicines recommended / approved by the Drugs Group and HSE EMT in 2023 which were funded from the €18m include 10 High Tech, 7 ODMS, 3 CDS and 2 Hospital medicines. 

Yours sincerely, 
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​​​​
Suzanne Doyle
Primary Care Eligibility & Reimbursement Service
Seirbhís Aisíoca Príomhchúraim


Bealach amach 5 an M50, Án Bóthar Thuaidh, Fionnghlas, Baile Átha Cliath 11, D11 XKF3


Guthán: 01 8647100


























Primary Care Reimbursement Service


Exit 5, M50, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11, D11 XKF3


Tel:  01- 8647100
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