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Patricia Ryan, T.D.
Dáil Éireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

4th December 2023

PQ: 51554/23
To ask the Minister for Health with regard to the saxenda injection and the prescription/testing process for same: to clarify what procedural/approval procedures are in place for GPs/primary care centres with regard to test analyses/approval of the suitability of possible candidates for injection of the drug saxenda; if a consultation process with all doctors in a GPs/primary care centre is required before approval/suitability for the injection is given (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter.-Patricia Ryan 

Details Supplied:

Some patients have reported that, following referral by their hospital consultants to their GPs/Primary care and undergoing the requisite tests, the GPs/Primary Care Centres are delaying giving decisions due to their stated necessity to discuss with their colleagues, the delay meaning the tests are out of date and must be repeated, causing undue stress to the patients concerned.
 

Dear Deputy Ryan,
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary Question (Reference 51554/23), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

Liraglutide (Saxenda®) 6 mg/ml solution for injection in pre-filled pen is available for reimbursement under the Community Drug Schemes (specifically the Drugs Payment and General Medical Services Schemes) since 1st January 2023.

In line with the HSE reimbursement approval above, the HSE Medicines Management Programme (MMP) developed a Managed Access Protocol (MAP for liraglutide (Saxenda®) as an adjunct to a reduced-calorie diet and increased physical activity for weight management in adult patients, with an initial BMI of ≥ 35 kg/m2 with prediabetes and high-risk for cardiovascular disease.

This MAP outlines the criteria that must be satisfied in order for a patient to be recommended for reimbursement of liraglutide (Saxenda®); further information is available on the MMP website https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/cspd/ncps/medicines-management/managed-access-protocols/liraglutide-saxenda-/liraglutide-saxenda.html.  

As outlined in this MAP, and in line with the reimbursement recommendation, reimbursement is supported for the following subgroup of the licensed population:

• Age 18 - 74 years 

• BMI ≥ 35 kg/m2 

Confirmation of: 

· Participation in non-pharmacological interventions which includes a reduced-calorie diet and increased physical activity e.g. HSE Diabetes Prevention Programme. 

· Diagnosis of prediabetes - fasting plasma glucose level between 5.5 - 6.9 mmol/L and Haemoglobin A1c (HbA1c) level between 42 - 47 mmol/mol. 

· High-risk for cardiovascular disease – either a total fasting cholesterol level > 5 mmol/L, or mean systolic blood pressure > 140 mmHg 

Clinicians are required to submit an application for reimbursement support of liraglutide (Saxenda®) for their patients through an online application system.

Applications are reviewed by the MMP on a case-by-case basis, and a reimbursement recommendation is communicated back to the clinician or further information may be requested if required.
Yours sincerely, 
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​​​​
Suzanne Doyle
Primary Care Eligibility & Reimbursement Service
Seirbhís Aisíoca Príomhchúraim


Bealach amach 5 an M50, Án Bóthar Thuaidh, Fionnghlas, Baile Átha Cliath 11, D11 XKF3


Guthán: 01 8647100


























Primary Care Reimbursement Service


Exit 5, M50, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11, D11 XKF3
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