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Martin Kenny, T.D.
Dáil Éireann,

Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2.

21st February 2024

PQ: 6260/24
To ask the Minister for Health the reason a person over 70 years whose income comes solely from social welfare or HSE payments is entitled to medical card even though they are over the income threshold but a person who is over the income threshold due to private income is not entitled to a medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter.-Martin Kenny
Dear Deputy Kenny,
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary Question (Reference 6260/24), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.

Medical Card eligibility is primarily based on an assessment of means, and all applications must be processed in accordance with the Medical Card/GP Visit Card National Assessment Guidelines. HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service must ensure that all applications for services covered by the General Medical Services (GMS) schemes are properly processed under the eligibility rules governing these schemes.

When the Eligibility Unit is assessing income on an application, income is divided into two types:
· assessable

· non-assessable

Please note when a person over 70 years whose income comes solely from social welfare they will automatically be entitled to a Medical Card. As per National Assessment Guidelines, social welfare falls under the category of non-assessable income.
Yours sincerely, 
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​​​​
Suzanne Doyle
Primary Care Eligibility & Reimbursement Service
Seirbhís Aisíoca Príomhchúraim


Bealach amach 5 an M50, Án Bóthar Thuaidh, Fionnghlas, Baile Átha Cliath 11, D11 XKF3


Guthán: 01 8647100


























Primary Care Reimbursement Service


Exit 5, M50, North Road, Finglas, Dublin 11, D11 XKF3


Tel:  01- 8647100
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