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Deputy Matt Carthy, TD
Dail Eireann

Leinster House

Kildare Street

Dublin 2

RE: PQ 21084/25

To ask the Minister for Health the regions in which new neurology hubs have been established
in which to assist patients to have access to integrated services without requiring hospital in-
patient care; and if she will make a statement on the matter

Dear Deputy Carthy,

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in relation to the above
parliamentary question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. | have consulted
with the National Clinical Programme for Neurology (NCPN) on your question and have been informed
that the following outlines the position.

To achieve the best quality care and equitable access to neurology services, the National Clinical
Programme for Neurology (NCPN) envisages the formalisation of a Hub and Spoke (H&S) model
aligned to Health Regions. This Hub and Spoke Model arranges service delivery into a network
consisting of an anchor “Hub” establishment. The Hubs should be resourced to provide a full array of
neurological services, complemented by secondary establishments “Spokes” which provide
neurological services for patients with less complex needs, with rapid and efficient access to the Hub
as required.

NCPN recognises 10 Hubs that currently have neurology departments and have the capability to
provide specialist and outreach services, comprising nine model 4 hospitals and one model 3 hospital
(Sligo).

Funding was allocated for new service developments of neurology services in 2025, including five new
consultant neurologist posts to support the hub and spoke model in the Health Regions outlined below:

Health Region Spoke Neurology Service Location Hub Location
HSE Dublin & 1. MRH Portlaoise 1. Tallaght University Hospital
Midlands
HSE Dublin & South 2. Wexford General 2. Waterford University Hospital
East
HSE South West 3. UHKerry 3. Cork University Hospital
HSE West & North 4. Letterkenny University 4. Sligo University Hospital
West 5. Mayo University 5. University Hospital Galway

| trust this information is of assistance to you, but should you have any further queries please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Anne Horgan
General Manager
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