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Deputy Sorca Clarke. 
Dail Eireann, 
Leinster House, 
Kildare Street,  
Dublin 2. 
 
         17th July 2025 
 
 
PQ Number:  37666/25 
PQ Question:  To ask the Minister for Health to provide a detailed breakdown of the €93 million 
being spent annually on outsourcing mental health care, including the types of services and 
providers involved. -Sorca Clarke 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Deputy Clarke 
 

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above 
Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. I have 
examined the matter and the following outlines the position. 
 
Mental Health Private Placements: 
Private placements are for patients whose needs cannot currently be met within existing statutory 
services necessitating placements with voluntary or private providers. These placements are often 
necessary for those with multi-axial disorders, severe eating disorders and children for whom the 
High Court determines their placement. Since 2015 negotiations of PfG development funding with 
DoH have included agreement of additional funding towards these costs. In addition to the direct 
funding for this increased cost, new models of care also supported through PFG funding including 
Specialist Rehabilitation Units and the Eating Disorder Clinical Programme are reducing the rate of 
growth by providing more appropriate responses to meeting the needs of this service user 
group.  These models, in design and planning since 2016, have started to take effect and will 
continue as new services are implemented through funded posts and/or non-statutory providers. 
The main providers of these services include Nua Healthcare, Bloomfield, Talbot, Highfield and 
Simplicitas. 
 
 

Treatment Abroad Scheme: 
In general the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) provides for the funding of public patients referred to 
Another EU/EEA country, the UK or Switzerland for public healthcare which is not available in Ireland. 
In some instances particularly in respect of specialist mental health services it is not always possible 
to source the treatment in the public system abroad. In such circumstances and on a strictly case by 
case basis the HSE will consider approving costs of healthcare in the private healthcare sector abroad 
and only where the patient would have been approved via TAS funding if the treatment was available 
in the public healthcare system abroad. 
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While each Private Placement is specific to the individual needs of the service user,  the majority of 
services being provided are residential placements around the following complex presentations as 
listed below (some being short term placements): 

• Enduring Mental Health 

• Specialist Rehabilitation Beds (SRU’s) 

• Treatment of psychotic and mood systems of enduring mental illness 

• Personality Disorder  

• Schizoaffective Disorder 

• Schizophrenia 

• Complex needs-requires specialist placement with structured environment 

• Autism 

• Dementia 

• Huntington’s Disease 

 

 
 
 
 
 



HSE Mental Health Providers 

I trust this information is of assistance to you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

_________________ 
Tony McCusker 
General Manager 
Access and Integration; HSE Mental Health Services 


