


referred to secondary care to access services such as physiotherapy, psychology or pain 

management programmes when these services are not readily available at primary care level. 

In relation to HSE North West, the specialist input for the diagnosis and management of 

fibromyalgia is provided by the Rheumatology services based at Sligo University 

Hospital/Our Lady's Hospital Manorhamilton (OLHM), Co. Leitrim, with a network of 

outreach clinics at Mayo University Hospital and Letterkenny University Hospital. Patients 

with fibromyalgia are seen in our outpatient clinics. We have no specific service expansion 

planned for patients with this specific condition. 

Details of Northwest Rheumatology service is as follows: 

The Acute Rheumatology Unit is a very busy and progressive Regional Centre led by three 

Consultant Rheumatologists. Patients are referred from Donegal, Sligo, and Leitrim, parts of 

Mayo, Cavan, Roscommon and Longford (approx. 250k population) and are currently seen in 

clinics either in Sligo or Manorhamilton hospitals. Current facilities include:-

• 6 beds available (in OLHM) for 5 day admissions.

• There is also a 10-bay day ward for procedure clinics where rheumatology infusions are

carried out. Coupled with this are a number of medical day patients who have been

transferred from Sligo University Hospital for infusion therapies, resulting in additional

capacity in SUH for surgical day cases.

• A dedicated Physiotherapy service (1.5 WTE) and Occupational Therapy service (1 WTE

plus 0.5 replacement post in application)

• There is also a clinical specialist physiotherapist (CSP) attached to the service for 2 clinics

per week as part of the National Rheumatology/Musculo-skeletal Clinical programme. (4

CSP)

• The unit has an active Consultant Led Osteoporosis clinic as well as a DXA (bone density)

scanning (approx. 1300 scans per year)

• The Outpatient Department is allocated to a number of disciplines from SUH.

I hope this clarifies the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Fitzmaurice, 

Integrated Health Area Manager, 

HSE West and North West. 
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