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24th April 2025 

 

Deputy Darren O’Rourke 

Dáil Éireann 

Leinster House 

Dublin 2 

 

Re PQ 9308/25 - To ask the Minister for Health if she will identify the posts in children’s 

primary care disability services in Meath ; the posts filled and vacant at 25 February 

2025;the length of time the vacant posts have been vacant ,in tabular form and if she will 

make a statement on the matter – Darren O’Rourke 

 

Dear Deputy O’Rourke, 

 

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above 

Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response.  I have examined 

the matter and outlined the position as follows. 

 

In line with HSE Pay & Numbers strategy, please see details below re posts filled and vacant at February 

2025; Please be advised that the services listed in table below see all children including those with a 

disability. 

 

 WTE Posts Filled 

@25/02/2025 

WTE Vacancies @ 25/02/2025 

 Central 

Meath 

CHN 

North 

Meath 

& 

Ardee 

CHN 

South West 

Meath 

CHN  

Central 

Meath 

CHN 

North 

Meath 

& 

Ardee 

CHN 

South West Meath CHN  

Physiotherapy NIL 0.5 1.0 NIL NIL NIL 

Occupational 

Therapy 

1.0 1.0 NIL NIL NIL NIL 

Speech & 

Language 

Therapy  

3.0 2.69 1.91 NIL NIL  1.0 since 10/01/2024 

Dietician  NIL 0.3 NIL NIL NIL NIL 

Psychology 6.0 2.0 Asst Psychologist since 22/02/2024 & 

06/09/2024 

Orthodontics  Specialist            1.0 

Dental Nurse       4.5 

Dental Hygienist 0.6 

Grade IV             1.0 

0.7 Clerical Officer Orthodontics  

Audiology  Clerical Officer   0.6 NIL 

Ophthalmology Community Ophthalmology 

Physician         1.0 

Optometrist      1.0 

Orthoptist          0.6 

Grade IV           1.0 

Clerical Officer 1.0 

NIL 

 

The table below provides details of posts and vacancies that are specific to children with a disability;  
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WTE Posts Filled @25/02/2025 WTE Vacancies @25/02/2025 

Dental Services Meath NIL 1.0  General Dental Surgeon 

Special Care Needs 

Vacant since 08/01/2024 

Please be advised this does not cover children’s related services and associated staffing in disabilities and 

mental health.  

I trust the above is in order but please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries in 

this regard. 

Yours sincerely, 

______________ 
Joseph Ruane 

Head of Primary Care Services 

Midlands Louth Meath Community Health Organisation 


