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19 March 2025

Deputy David Cullinane
Dail Eireann

Leinster House

Kildare Street

Dublin 2

PQ 9562/25 To ask the Minister for Health the number of dentists, consultants in
dentistry, dental surgeons, orthodontists and other dental care workers who were
employed by the HSE, at the end of each year from 2004 to 2024, in tabular form.

Dear Deputy Cullinane,

The Health Service Executive (HSE) has been requested to reply directly to you in the
context of the above Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for
response.

The attached ExcelSheets details WTE for dentist and orthodontics grades employed in the
HSE from 2005 to January 2025 (Sheet 1) and Dental Nurse and Hygienist grades employed
in the HSE from 2017-2024 (Sheet 2). Data from 2004 is not readily available.

The HSE’s 2025 National Service Plan aims to continue to develop services and implement
waiting list initiatives across a range of dental and orthodontic services and maximise activity
across these services to manage waiting lists and waiting times.

The service plan supports the implementation of the Government’s National Oral Health
Policy, Smile Agus Sléainte, including the development of comprehensive oral healthcare
packages for roll-out to children aged from birth to seven years of age.

| trust this information is of assistance to you, but if you require further clarification please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Yours Sincerely,

Anne O’Neill
Assistant National Director, Oral Health
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Dental and Orthodontic Grades

WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTE Dec

WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTE Jan
Employment 2005-2024 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Total 329.8 330.1 326.9 3206 3219 3130 3006 2837 2741 2611 2636 2625 2567 2587  253.2 2560 2522 2534 2513 406 2438
Dental Surgeon, General 2212 231 2200 2142 213.1 2067 1960 1855 1806 1667 1736 1777 1743 1711 1657 1672 1584 1626 1562 1535 1545
Dental Surgeon, Principal 278 248 256 284 229 219 236 219 218 249 229 215 2.0 20 249 29 242 257 243 23 27
Dental Surgeon, Senior 643 647 626 66.6 625 616 649 603 540 515 502 479 468 464 424 408 456 389 386 403 389
Dental Surgeon, Senior Administrative 166 175 1838 194 235 28 161 16.0 176 18.1 169 154 126 193 202 232 239 262 322 285 277
Source: Health Service Personnel Census
Data relates to HSE only

Dental Grades over time
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Orthodontic Grades
WTEDec WTEDec ~WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEDec WTEJan

Employment 2005-2024 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Total 3.9 8.4 5.6 29.6 29.7 29.5 454 29.0 474 29.0 50.3 52.4 52.1 53.4 53.4 524 518 518 516 515 508

Consultant Orthodontist 17 114 87 9.2 87 9.4 85 9.4 101 101 93 95 96 116 106 108 103 109 119 129 127

Orthodontics, Specialist 322 370 369 404 409 402 369 396 373 390 410 29 25 a7 2238 a6 as 409 396 385 381

Source: Health Service Personnel Census
Data relates to HSE only

Orthodontic Grades over time

00 /_/_\/\/—V\

WIE WTE WTE WTE WTE WIE WTE WTE WTE WTE WTE WTE WIE WTE WTE WIE
Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec Dec
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

WIE WTE WTE WTE WTE
Dec Dec Dec Jan
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

——Series] = Series2



Grade by Staff Category by
Hospital/CHO 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
6 5 5 5 5 5 3 2

Dental Hygienist

Dental Hygienist, Senior 2 2
Health & Social Care Professionals 6 5 5 5 5 5 5 4
Dental Surgery Assistant (unqualified) 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 2
Dental Nurse 25 24 24 28 27 27 27 26
Dental Nurse, Senior 8 8 7 7 6 6 6 7
Patient & Client Care 37 36 35 38 37 36 34 34
CHO 1

Dental Hygienist 2 4 4 5 5 3 3 3
Dental Hygienist, Senior 2 2 2
Health & Social Care Professionals 2 4 4 5 5 5 5 5
Dental Surgery Assistant (unqualified) 1 0 1

Dental Nurse 25 25 24 25 27 26 19 20
Dental Nurse, Senior 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 6
Patient & Client Care 27 26 25 26 28 27 27 26
CHO 2

Dental Hygienist 5 5 5 4 3 6 5 6
Dental Hygienist, Senior 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 1
Health & Social Care Professionals 7 7 6 6 5 7 6 7
Dental Surgery Assistant (unqualified) 7 7 6 6 7 7 7 6
Dental Nurse 26 27 29 29 27 27 29 29
Dental Nurse, Senior 7 6 6 6 6 6 5 5
Patient & Client Care 40 40 41 a1 40 40 41 39
CHO 3

Dental Hygienist 6 6 7 8 7 4 4 3
Dental Hygienist, Senior 3 3 3
Health & Social Care Professionals 6 6 7 8 7 7 7 6
Dental Surgery Assistant (unqualified) 1 34 33 30 27 2 2 1
Dental Nurse 64 33 31 32 33 60 60 57
Dental Nurse, Senior 11 11 11 12 12 11 12 13
Patient & Client Care 76 77 76 74 72 73 73 70
CHO 4

Dental Hygienist 7 7 6 7 7 5 5 5
Dental Hygienist, Senior 2 2 2
Health & Social Care Professionals 7 7 6 7 7 6 7 7
Dental Surgery Assistant (unqualified) 39 39 1 1 1 1 1
Dental Nurse a1 5 6 42 40 39 40 40
Dental Nurse, Senior 7 7 7 8 8 7 8 8
Patient & Client Care 48 51 52 50 49 48 49 49
CHO 5

Dental Hygienist 3 3 3 3 5 5 5 4
Health & Social Care Professionals 3 3 3 3 5 5 5 4
Dental Nurse 37 39 34 36 38 40 40 35
Dental Nurse, Senior 4 6 6 6 7 7 8 7
Patient & Client Care 42 45 40 42 45 46 48 42
CHO 6

Dental Hygienist 3 5 5 4 3 5 5 4
Dental Hygienist, Senior 0

Health & Social Care Professionals 3 5 5 4 3 6 5 4
Dental Nurse 6 8 a7 5 45 39 35 36
Dental Nurse, Senior 8 9 8 8 9 8 7 5
Patient & Client Care 53 57 55 53 54 47 43 41
CHO 7

Dental Hygienist 12 12 12 13 12 8 7 10
Dental Hygienist, Senior 3 2 3
Health & Social Care Professionals 12 12 12 13 12 11 9 13
Dental Nurse 58 55 54 56 54 49 55 51
Dental Nurse, Senior 9 10 9 10 9 8 9 9
Patient & Client Care 67 65 63 66 62 57 64 60
CHO 8

Dental Hygienist 6 6 6 6 6 4 4 4
Dental Hygienist, Senior 2 2 2
Health & Social Care Professionals 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
Dental Nurse a1 42 39 40 38 46 46 42
Dental Nurse, Senior 2 3 3 4 5 6 7 8
Patient & Client Care 44 6 a2 44 43 52 53 50
CHO 9

Dental Hygienist 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Health & Social Care Professionals 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Dental Nurse 15 17 17 17 18 21 20 21
Dental Nurse, Senior 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 2
Patient & Client Care 19 21 21 21 22 25 24 23

Saolta University Hospital Care
Dental Nurse 1
Patient & Client Care 1

South/South West Hospital Group



	PQ 9562-25 - David Cullinane - Number of dental care workers employed
	PQ 9562-25 Dentists 2005-2024YTD

