
Capital & Estates HSE South West 

Block 2, St. Finbarr’s Hospital 
Douglas Road, Cork.  T12 XH60 

T 021 4927212 

15th October 2025 

Deputy Padraig O’Sullivan, 

Leinster House,  

Kildare Street,  

Dublin 2 

PQ ref 52196/25 

“To ask the Minister for Health if she will provide an update on the bed capacity across the 
hospitals in Cork; if she will provide an update on the commitment made in 2024 to provide an 
additional 472 hospital beds across Cork by 2031; the timeline for their delivery; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter” 

Dear Deputy O’Sullivan, 

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the 
above Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. 

The HSE's Acute Hospital Inpatient Bed Capacity Expansion Plan for 2024–2031 outlines a strategic 
approach to address growing demand for hospital services. This plan is part of the broader HSE 
National Service Plan and Corporate Plan, which focus on increasing hospital bed capacity, enhancing 
service delivery, and improving patient access.  

The Acute Hospital Inpatient Bed Capacity Expansion Plan 2024 – 2031 in the Cork area, will deliver a 
significant increase of 342 additional acute inpatient beds, aimed at enhancing patient care and 
meeting the growing demand for inpatient services across the healthcare system.  The breakdown of 
these inpatient beds are as follows:  

• Mallow General Hospital - 24 inpatient acute beds to be delivered by Q1, 2026

• Bantry General Hospital - 24 inpatient acute beds to be delivered by 2028

• Mercy University Hospital        - 9 inpatient acute beds to be delivered 2026.  72 inpatient acute
beds ward block to be delivered by 2031 

• Cork University Hospital - 18 inpatient acute beds that have been delivered in 2025.
- 21 inpatient beds due to be delivered in 2026.
- 90 inpatient beds to be delivered by 2029 subject to approvals.

 Balance of the beds identified for CUH to be delivered as per the Inpatient bed capacity plan. 

I trust this clarifies the position and if you require any further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

_______________________________ 
Mr. Daniel Clifford  
Assistant National Director, Capital & Estates South West 

 


