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October 13th 2025 
 
 
Deputy Liam Quaide, 
Dáil Éireann,  
Leinster House,  
Kildare Street,  
Dublin 2. 
 
 
PQ ref 52504/25 
“To ask the Minister for Health whether the proposed 50-bedroom mental health facility on the 
grounds of St Stephen's Hospital, Glanmire, is compliant with the UNCRPD; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter.” 
 

 
Dear Deputy Quaide, 

The Health Service Executive have been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above 

Parliamentary Question, which you submitted for the Minister for Health for a response. I have examined the 

matter and the following outlines the position. 

The HSE recognises that within Article 1(Purpose) of the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities that people with certain mental health needs are encompassed as  

follows: 

 

‘Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or 

sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and 

effective participation in society on an equal basis with others.’ 

 
Within the Convention Article 9, provides for Access to Services  

 

(a ) Mental Health Services must be accessible, inclusive, and provided in a way that enables full 

participation in society.  

The Health Service Executive acknowledges the importance of ensuring that all mental health services align 

with national policy and international human rights frameworks. Sharing the Vision – A Mental Health Policy 

for Everyone (2020) emphasises a recovery-oriented, person-centred approach that prioritises community-

based care, social inclusion, and the protection of human rights, in line with the UN Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). 

In order to ensure that the immediate priorities in the delivery of mental healthcare services in the Region are 

adequately met and that the potential of the St Stephen’s campus is maximised, a review team is currently 

exploring options for the development of a multi-purpose facility.  Sharing the Vision highlights the need for 

mental health services to be embedded within broader health and social care systems. Any development at 

St. Stephen’s Hospital will align with this approach by incorporating modern, recovery -focused facilities that 

support individualised care plans, facilitate transition to community living where possible, and uphold the 

dignity and autonomy of service users. 
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The HSE remains committed to the principles of Sharing the Vision and will continue to work towards a 

balanced system that ensures both high-quality residential care and strengthened community services, in 

line with best practices and human rights obligations. I trust the above clarifies the queries raised. Please do 

not hesitate to contact me if you have any further queries. 

Yours sincerely,

Declan Cronin 

Acting Head of Service 

Mental Health Services 


