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23rd of October 2025 

PQ 52645/25 
To ask the Minister for Health given that the HSE has yet to provide dedicated mental health 
support to families affected by the unnecessary DDH surgeries and, in the interim, the HSE has 
advised the relevant advocacy group that medical card holders may seek a referral through 
their GP, if she can provide an update on how much longer affected families will have to wait 
for this support; when the necessary funding will be approved to ensure the provision of this 
much needed mental health service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 

Dear Deputy Clarke 

Thank you for your representation. The HSE has a range of mental health supports available to 
support parents and guardians including counselling provided through the HSE National 
Counselling Service (NCS). The HSE has been working with the HSE National Counselling Service 
(NCS) to establish a direct referral pathway for this service should a parent or guardian require 
direct access such supports.  

The HSE is currently engaging with the Hip Dysplasia Advocacy Group in in relation to the 
pathway and its communication, which will be available from Monday the 3rd of November. 

I hope this provides you with some assistance. 

Yours sincerely 

Sharon Hayden 

Project Manager 

Dublin and Midlands Region 
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