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4th November 2025  
 
PQ: 56633/25 
 
To ask the Minister for Health the total additional cost to the HSE resulting from sub-optimal uptake of best value 
medicines since the programme was introduced; and the impact this has had on access to new medicines for 
patients; and if she will make a statement on the matter. -Albert Dolan 
 
Dear Deputy Dolan, 
 
The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above Parliamentary 
Question (Reference 56633/25), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. 
 
Our Finance department have provided the below in response to your query: 
 
€586.1m in efficiencies in PCRS have been generated from the BvB savings initiative up to September 2025. This 
saving should be referenced when addressing the sub-optimal element. 
 

 
 
 



If the patients who were being dispensed the Originator drug had switched to the BvB alternative on day 1 in 2019, 
at the price differential in 2019 between Originator and BvB, the additional saving to the State would have been 
€168.9m, split between the following Originator drugs:- 

This sub-optimal uptake value will be further reduced by other factors such a price realignments etc. but this would 
involve a significant creation of a record to provide the definitive answer. 

A total of c.406,000 Originator Drugs were dispensed during the 43 month period July 2023. A number of Originators 
price matched the BvB in July 2023 resulting in no further loss to the State from that date. 

Yours sincerely, 

Suzanne Doyle 
Primary Care Reimbursement Service 

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services Scheme, which includes Medical Cards and 
GP Visit Cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact service for members 
of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to the status of Medical Cards and GP Visit Cards applications, 
which the Deputy / Senator may wish to use for an earlier response.  Tel: 01-8647180 / email: 
Oireachtas.pcrs@hse.ie 
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