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23" September 2025

PQ: 48342/25

To ask the Minister for Health to set out the amount spent by the HSE in procuring medicines each year,
and the amount spent per individual medicines supplier, from 2019 to 2025, in tabular form. -Marie
Sherlock

Dear Deputy Sherlock,

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question (Reference 48342/25), which you submitted to the Minister for Health for
response.

The Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) is part of the HSE, and is responsible for making
payments to healthcare professionals, like GPs, dentists and pharmacists, for the free or reduced costs
services they provide to the public. PCRS does not procure medicines from suppliers. It is the community
pharmacy contractor who procures a medicine on the Reimbursement List and submits reimbursement
claims to PCRS for payment.

The PCRS Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments report can be found online at
https://www.sspcrs.ie/portal/annual-reporting/report/annual

The Statistical Analysis of Claims and Payments reports published online give a breakdown of the
payments made under the primary care schemes, including the General Medical Services Scheme (GMS),
Drugs Payment Scheme (DPS), Long Term lliness Scheme (LTI), Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS)
and Community Ophthalmic Services Scheme (COSS). It includes details on the number of eligible persons
availing of these schemes. There are also details on the number of pharmacy items dispensed and the
number of dental treatments and optical examinations that took place. Included in the reports are the
payments to suppliers and manufacturers of High Tech drugs and details of hospital payments in relation
to the National Cancer Control Programme, the National Hepatitis C Treatment Programme and Multiple
Sclerosis Services.


https://www.sspcrs.ie/portal/annual-reporting/report/annual

Further information on payments to suppliers and manufacturers of High Tech drugs are found online:
High Tech Wholesaler and Manufacturer Payments

Please see table below in green which are the net drugs figures reported in the PCRS management
accounts 2019-2024 and August 2025 YTD.
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Yours sincerely,

Suzanne Doyle

Primary Care Reimbursement Service

The Health Service Executive operates the General Medical Services Scheme, which includes Medical
Cards and GP Visit Cards, under the Health Act 1970, as amended. It has established a dedicated contact
service for members of the Oireachtas specifically for queries relating to the status of Medical Cards
and GP Visit Cards applications, which the Deputy / Senator may wish to use for an earlier
response. Tel: 01-8647180 / email: Oireachtas.pcrs@hse.ie
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