
 

 

 

The Inaugural HSCP 

Best Practice and    

Innovation Awards 

Ceremony, hosted by 

the National Health 

and Social Care Professions (HSCP) 

Office was held on  6th November, 

2018 in the Royal College of            

Surgeons. 

In total, 187 applications were        

received and following the 

shortlisting process, 13 finalists were 

selected. All 13 were invited to      

present their projects to the finalist 

judging panel of 10 members. A short 

video and a summary of each of 

these 13 exceptional projects can be 

accessed through the following link: 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/

cspd/health-and-social-care-

professionals/hscp-innovation-

awards-finalists/  

We were delighted that Dr. Colm 

Henry, Chief Clinical Officer and Ms. 

Anne O Connor, then Chief Opera-

tions Officer and Deputy Director 

General, joined to give keynote  ad-

dresses at the ceremony.  Master of 

ceremonies was Dietitian, Paula Mee. 

 

 

 

 

There were three overall winners,  

one in each of the following                   

categories:  

 Professional Leadership Award 

 Driving Quality Improvement, 
Delivering Sustainable Quality 
and Safety in the Workplace 
Award 

 Reshaping Care Award 

Four further projects were         

‘Highly Commended’ by our judging 

panel. 
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Welcome to the fourth issue of the National Health and Social Care Professions (HSCP) Office Newsletter. 

The National HSCP Office, established in 2017, is part of the HSE’s Chief  Clinical Officer Division. 
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The 2018 HSCP Best Practice and 

Innovation Awards set out to: 

 Recognise and celebrate 

examples of best practice 

and innovation 

 Create a database of HSCP 

best practice and innovations  

‘ 

 

National HSCP Office Innovation Awards 

 

 This will be a key focus for the 

National HSCP Office in 2019. 

We would like to take this    

opportunity to sincerely thank 

everyone who was involved, 

especially the 187 applicants 

and the panel members who 

gave so generously of their 

time. 

 
Category: Professional Leadership 

Daniel Flynn, Mary Kells, Mary Joyce & Louise Dunne 

The coordinated implemen-

tation and evaluation of 

dialectical behavior therapy 

in adult and child/

adolescent mental health 

services at a national level 

across Ireland. 

 

Category: Driving Quality Improvement, Deliver-

ing Sustainable Quality and Safety in the      

Workplace  
Ann-Marie Brennan & Brendan Murphy 

BabyGrow: Translating 

Research into Improved        

Nutritional Care for Pre-

term Infants.  

 

 

 

Category:  Reshaping Care 

Alison Wellwood & Anita Murray  

Improving Ulcer Preventa-

tive Offloading Care for 

the At-Risk Foot – An Inte-

grated Approach. 

                                                               

Aoife Conroy 

The development of a 

Serum Eye drop pro-

gramme in Galway 

Blood and Tissue Estab-

lishment (GBTE) 

 

Marie Byrne & Deirdre Gilchriest 

Pen to pad: Health and 

Social Care Professionals 

come together to lead and 

drive change from paper 

to electronic records at St 

James's Hospital. 

Roisín Vance, Deirdre Murray, Fiona Molloy 
& Sara Crolla 

 Physiotherapy led injec-

tion of Botulinum toxin 

(BTx) in an advanced prac-

tice role: Beaumont Multi-

disciplinary Team leading 

the way for spasticity man-

agement in Ireland. 

Krista Hegarty, Vera Keatings, Sonya Murray 

Evolving Respiratory Ser-

vices to improve care for 

chronic respiratory disease 

(incorporating examples mined 

from other data sources and 

awards) 

This database will help A) identify 

opportunities to build communi-

ties of practice, B) inform plans for 

scale-up and spread and C) identify 

practices that would benefit from 

further testing and evaluation.  

Overall Winners  Highly Commended 
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leagues, helping to 
develop communities 
and networks of prac-
tice  

 raise   awareness 
about the value and 
impact of individual 
HSCP disciplines,   
leading to better      
collaboration and 
shared understanding  

 Recognise and         
celebrate the                
enormous impact of 
HSCP services  

Building on the hugely         
successful HSCP Day 2018, 
this year’s HSCP Day will take 
place on 1st February, 2019.   

The theme this year is 
WeHSCPs Working Together 
– Connections, Confidence, 
Collaboration. 

The day provides a valuable 
opportunity to  

 share knowledge and 
experiences amongst 
HSCP and multi-
disciplinary col-

N ATIONAL HSCP DAY 1ST FEB 2019 

 

A Taste of the Awards Celebrations! 

Last year, 25 
services took part. Let’s dou-
ble the         number this 
year! Resources for the 
event are available through 
the National HSCP Office. 
Please contact                              
eileen.walsh@hse.ie. 

 

mailto:eileen.walsh@hse.ie
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Working by HSCP in Unscheduled Care 

Prof. John Bolton, visiting Profes-

sor at Oxford Brookes University 

delivered the second key note 

address and proposed a model for 

effectively managing demand 

from the acute hospital.  

Frontline staff presentations by 

MDTs and HSCPs ( in the areas of 

therapy, diagnostics and social 

care) showcased a range of inno-

vative practices, suitable for scale 

up and spread.  

On behalf of the USC HSCP Adviso-

ry Group, we take this opportunity 

to thank the inspiring speakers 

who have helped create the readi-

ness for further HSCP/MDT ser-

vice developments. The National 

HSCP Office would also like to 

thank members of the USC HSCP 

Advisory Group for their enor-

mous contribution in 2018. Look-

ing forward to a great year ahead! 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunities for collaboration.  

Dr. Colm Henry, CCO, together 

with Clinical Leads from the 

NCPs advised on developments 

afoot for Unscheduled Care Ser-

vices (USC).  

Deirdre Lang, Nurse/National 

Lead, Older Persons, updated 

on the very successful multidis-

ciplinary National Frailty Educa-

tion Programme. She was fol-

lowed by Des Mulligan, Service 

Improvement Manager,        

Integrated Care Programme for 

Older People (ICPOP), who out-

lined key ICPOP priority areas.  

In her key note address, Liz   
Sergeant, Clinical Lead, NHS 
Emergency Care Intensive    
Support Team gave an inspiring 
talk entitled ‘Think Home First’ 
focusing on how HSCP can 
make the difference.  

The Future Now, led by the   

Unscheduled Care (USC) HSCP    

Advisory Group and hosted by 

the National HSCP Office in 

partnership with the National 

Clinical Programmes* (NCPs)

was held in Dublin on 12th     

November, 2018. *EMP, NAMP, 

NCPOP   

A central theme for the         

Seminar was HSCPs thinking 

and working differently to      

support patient choice &       

provide solutions to  challenges 

in unscheduled care services.  

Altogether, 150 delegates 

attended the day including 

some medical and nursing     

colleagues. This led to a rich, 

inter-professional learning    

experience with attendees gain-

ing a shared understanding of 

 



 

 

5th Annual HSCP Research Conference  
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Oral Presentation 
& Posters Winners 

BEST OVERALL PRESENTATION 

 

Niamh Murphy, Department of 

Dietetics, University Hospital Lim-

erick  

Can eHealth influence self care 
treatment practices of the cystic 
fibrosis patient? 

BEST POSTER 

Aoibheann McMorrow, Dept of 
Clinical Nutrition, St. James's Hos-
pital  

Prevalence of Malnutrition and 
Sarcopenia Risk in Older Adults 
Referred to a Care of the Elderly 
Day Hospital via a newly estab-
lished Frailty Intervention Re-
sponse Team 

HIGHLY COMMENDED POSTER 

 David Kennedy, UCD School of 
Physiotherapy  

The Development of an Online 
Support Programme for Patients 
who have Completed the Ulysses 
Pain Management Programme 

 The 5th Health and Social Care 

Professions Research Conference 

entitled ‘Translating Health & So-

cial Care Professions Research 

into Policy & Practice’ was held in 

Dublin Castle on the 14th Novem-

ber, 2018.  250 HSCPs registered 

to attend this conference. 

The conference was opened by 

Mary Samuel, HSCP Development 

Manager with the National 

HSCP  Office and Co-chair of the 

Research sub-group. Our guest 

speakers had varied backgrounds 

and focused on the different 

matters that are of relevance to 

HSCP Research and its translation 

into clinical practice.  

In his keynote address, Dr. Je-

rome Coffey, Director of the Na-

tional Cancer Control Programme 

emphasized  the importance of 

evidence-based practice, not just 

to treat but to prevent cancer. He 

also highlighted the need for col-

laboration and patient involve-

ment in designing services.        

Ms. Ciara Mellett, National      

Programme Manager for Medical 

Oncology & Haemato-oncology, 

National Cancer Control            

Programme discussed the role of 

HSCPs in diagnostics and thera-

peutics and the importance of 

alerting service users about   

warning signs of cancer.  

 

Dr. Ana Terres, Head of Research 

and Development for the HSE  

updated attendees on progress in 

this newly established role and 

plans for the future  In her talk, 

she also showcased the extensive 

research being undertaken by 

HSCP.  Dr. Annalisa Montesanti, 

Programme Manager, Health  

Research Board (HRB) shared  

valuable information on the   

strategy, structure and functions 

of the HRB and the support/

schemes available for those plan-

ning to participate in research. Dr. 

Colm Henry, Interim Chief Clinical 

Officer for the HSE, emphasized 

his commitment to supporting  

 

 

 

 
the translation of HSCP research into 

clinical practice.  

The conference was complemented 

by 20 oral presentations (running in 

parallel across four sessions) from 

HSCPs in clinical practice and from 

higher education institutions. A dis-

play of 90 posters, with their authors 

available for discussion, showcased 

the breadth and diversity of HSCP  

research. 



 

 

 

 

Professional Supervision for HSCP Supervisors     

HSCP hub on www.hseland.ie 

hscp.nationaloffice@hse.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Kim Sayers 

Kim joined the National HSCP Office in July, 2018. She is a graduate of NUIG with a 

Bachelor of Civil Law and a Diploma in Legal Irish. Prior to joining the HSE in 2018, 

the main thrust of her work was in industrial relations in the private sector. She 

served as Shop Steward for a number of years and was elected to the National 

Appeals Committee of Mandate Trade Union. In her current position, her primary 

role is as PA to the National HSCP Lead. She also provides clerical and administra-

tive support to the team as required.  

 

On  11th December, 2018, the 12 HSE HSCP 

trainers, responsible for the delivering of the 

Professional Supervision Training Programme 

for HSCP Supervisors on behalf of the National 

HSCP Office, attended a refresher training    

programme in Dublin. 

.  
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Effective Representation Programmes  

to a first networking event.  

The purpose of the day was to 

bring the groups together to 

consider the design of a         

Network for those in representa-

tive roles . Furthermore, partici-

pants assisted in finalising a 

Toolkit to support those in  HSCP 

representative roles. 

On the day, the group designed 

an outline of what would be     

required from a Network for 

Representatives and considered 

how it would operate. There was 

agreement to hold a wider net-

working event in late Spring 

2019.   

Great feedback was re-

ceived on the Toolkit 

which will be finalized very 

soon. 

Wednesday, 1st May has 

been selected  as the date 

for the Network Launch. 

This forum will be open to 

those HSCP in representa-

tive roles on National 

Groups as well as those 

who have attended one of 

the Effective Representa-

tion Programmes.   

Watch out for further     

information in the coming 

months! 

The National Office, work-

ing with Libby Kinneen,   

Organisational Develop-

ment Consultant, designed 

and developed an Effective 

Representation Programme 

for HSCP representatives on 

the National Clinical Pro-

grammes and other nation-

al groups.  The pro-

gramme , designed in 2017, 

was first delivered in 2017 

and  run again in 2018. 

 On 11th December, 2018, 

members from all three 

programmes were invited  

Updates from the HSCP Office Team  

The group took the opportunity to 

celebrate the delivery of six         

programmes in Q4 2018— in 

Mayo, Dublin (2), Cork, Wicklow 

and     Offaly—to  65 HSE HSCP 

supervisors. Congratulations to 

all involved! 

http://www.hseland.ie/

