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• Background and Context 

• Primary Care Antimicrobial Consumption Summary Results (2023 Q2)

 Primary Care Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance 

 iGAS IMT antibiotic supply issues

 Primary Care - Red to Green Antibiotic Prescribing Initiative (2023 Q2)

 HSE Older Persons Residential Care Facilities monthly antibiotic use 

• Hospital Antimicrobial Consumption Surveillance Data (2023 Q2)
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Background and Context
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• Antibiotics are essential for modern medicine
• Recognised that antibiotic use causes adaptations in microorganisms to 

survive in presence of antibiotics = resistance

• Measurable antibiotics and related compounds in wastewater and 
environment

• Measurable resistant organisms in wastewater and environment

• Known impact of antibiotics on microbial diversity in humans
• Plausible impact on ecological biodiversity

• Efforts to reduce use in humans and animals (and thus food chain) likely to 
be of benefit to environment as well as to human population

• Reduction of use must allow for appropriate use, as antibiotics are 
essential medicines for modern medicine – chemotherapy/ routine 
surgery/ transplant surgery

Background and Context
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HSE AMRIC ACTION PLAN 2022-2025

THE HSE AMRIC ACTION PLAN CONTAINS 143 HSE ACTIONS TO ADDRESS THE 69 INAP ACTIONS WHICH

RELATE TO HEALTH

121 OF THESE HAVE BEEN INITIATED IN 2022/2023, WITH A FURTHER 22 PLANNED IN 2024/2025

Connected with 

discussion today 
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Primary Care Antimicrobial Consumption Summary Results 2023, Q2 Report

Source HPSC

 Overall consumption of antibiotics has decreased this quarter

 2023 (Q2) = 19.4 defined daily doses (DDD) per 1000 inhabitants per day (DID) 

 ~33 % decrease in the overall consumption between Q4 2022 (29.1 DID) and Q1 2023 (21.6 DID)

 Overall rate in 2023 is 20.5 DID – comparing 2022 and 2023 - consumption is continuing to increase back to 

pre-pandemic levels

 First half of 2023 data (vs 2022 data) indicates:

 Consumption of beta-lactam (penicillins), other beta-lactam 

antibacterials and macrolides and other antibiotic classes decreased          

 Consumption of sulphonamides, trimethoprim and tetracycline 

antibiotics have increased 

 Consumption of quinolones stable 

 Westmeath, Carlow, Limerick and Mayo - highest consumption of 

antimicrobials in primary care per county (25 - 28 DDD per 1000 

inhabitants per day)
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Primary Care Antimicrobial Consumption Summary Results 2023, Q2 Report 

Source HPSC
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Primary Care Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance
www.antibioticprescribing.ie

www.antibioticprescribing.ie

1.9 million page views  

(30th September 2022 to  

September 30th 2023) 

increase of 24%) 

The number of users has 

increased by 2.3% to over 

296,000 users

The number of treatment 

guidelines and resources 

developed / updated, and 

published to 

www.antibioticprescribing.ie for 

July 24th 2023 to October 

26th 2023

• 20 treatment guidelines

• 4 resources (skip the dip)  

http://www.antibioticprescribing.ie/
http://www.antibioticprescribing.ie/
http://www.antibioticprescribing.ie/
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Primary Care Antibiotic Prescribing Guidance
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iGAS IMT antibiotic supply issues- winter 2022-2023

• Use of established critical resources:

• www.antibioticprescribing.ie website and clinical guidance 

• Wide network and engaged stakeholders: 

o Targeted communications 

o Increase engagements

o Share timely information 

• Cross agency collaboration

o HPRA supply updates provided 

o HSE website platform reconfigured

o HPRA Antibiotic supply updates and HSE guidance published to 

www.antibioticprescribing.ie

o Cascade of communication to stakeholders and signpost to website

• Continue to link with HPRA on current and anticipated antibiotic supply difficulties

http://www.antibioticprescribing.ie/
http://www.antibioticprescribing.ie/
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Primary Care - Red to Green Antibiotic Prescribing Initiative (2023 Q2)  

Source: HSE AMRIC and HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service 

• Issue 17 of GP antibiotic prescribing trend 

reports circulated September 2023

• % red to end June 2023 = 31%

• Key message accompanying Issue 17 

Comparison of percentage green antibiotic 

prescribing for GMS patients in each CHO 

vs. all GMS patients in Ireland for 12 

consecutive months up to the end of June 

2023

Red to Green Q3, 2023
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Primary Care Consumption data

Source: HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service, 

General Medical Service Claims
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National summary monthly monitoring HCAI AMR in HSE Residential Care 

Facilities for Older Persons (2023 Q3)            Source: HSE AMRIC Community 



Hospital Antimicrobial Consumption Surveillance 

2023, Q2 Report Source HPSC



Hospital Antimicrobial Consumption Surveillance 2023, Q2 Report

Source HPSC
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Hospital Point Prevalence Survey

• Antimicrobial PPS of Acute Hospitals 2022 (AMRIC) 

 National results →

 Next published report due 2024

• 2023 ECDC PPS of healthcare associated infection 

and antimicrobial use in European acute care 

hospitals (HPSC)

Irish data was submitted to ECDC this summer 

Preliminary reports now available for individual hospitals 

HPSC validating hospital level reports before they are 

issued and are drafting the national report as well as 

special population reports (critical care etc.)
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Thank you


