
  
 
 

Bathing Water Quality – The role of the EPA  
 
 
 
 

Bathing Water and Health 
 Programme for Joint Environmental Health Service And  

Public Health Medicine Training Day   
13th March 2019 

 
 

   

Anthony Mannix, EPA 



Overview 

• Good quality bathing waters are a resource for recreational use 
and an important tourist attraction 

• Assessment of bathing water quality is key for human health 
protection 

• Assessment relates to Intestinal Enterococci and Escherichia 
coli (E.Coli) in Bathing Waters 
• These organisms can cause illness on their own but are 

generally used as indicators of faecal contamination and as 
surrogates for other pathogens 

     



Overview 

• Revised Bathing Water Directive was issued in 2006 
(2006/7/EC) 

• Bathing Water Regulations (SI 79 of 2008) transposed the 
Directive into Irish legislation amended by S.I. 351 of 2011 

• Aims are: 
• Reducing risk to bathers from bacterial pollution and 

improving health protection through water quality standards 
• A more pro-active approach to assessing pollution risks and 

managing bathing waters  
• Promoting increased public involvement and improved 

communication of information on bathing water quality to the 
public. 



2008 Bathing Water Regulations 

Who does what? 
 Local Authorities:  
• Identify of Bathing Waters 
• Manage and monitor Bathing Waters. 
• Implement of management measures to reduce or eliminate sources of 

pollution. 
• Designate new Bathing Waters: representations can be made by the 

public 
 
 Environmental Protection Agency:  
• Ensure that Local Authorities carry out their functions under the 

Regulations.  
• Collate information on beaches and communicate to the public via 

twitter and www.beaches.ie  
• Submit information on Bathing Waters to the European Commission. 
 

 
 



EPA Guidance 

www.epa.ie  

http://www.epa.ie/


www.beaches.ie 
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www.beaches.ie 

• Local Authority bathing water profiles can be viewed 
• General information on bathing waters  
• Catchment and Monitoring Point details 
• Pressures and risks in the bathing water catchments 
• Management Measures 

   
 



Bathing Season 

• Runs from 1st June to 15th September in Ireland  
• Local Authorities 

• Submit a sampling schedule to EPA 
• Take and analyse samples through the bathing season 
• Inform public and notify HSE and EPA of water quality issues 

• EPA and HSE advise on management requirements e.g. 
Bathing Water restrictions 

• Local Authority may give prior warnings of pollution incidents 
• Local Authority investigate pollution incidents 
• EPA communicate information reported by Local Authority via 

www.beaches.ie   
 



EPA Bathing Water Quality Report 

• Assessment of Ireland’s 
Identified Bathing Waters: 142 in 
2017 

 
• Based on the results of 

monitoring covering the period 
2014 to 2017 (4 years data used 
for assessment) 
 

• Information on other Bathing 
Waters where water quality 
monitoring is undertaken by 
Local Authorities as a public 
health measure – Non Identified 
Bathing Waters 
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When BW classified as Poor 

• Local Authority must submit long term Management plan 
to EPA (plan is reviewed and approved by EPA) 
• Identification of causes of pollution 
• Adequate measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate causes 

of pollution 
• Reviewed yearly 

• Decide on appropriate level of full season restriction - 
Advisory or Prohibition 

• Alert public by clear and simple warning sign on 
Bathing Water restriction 

• If Poor for 5 consecutive years – issue permanent bathing 
prohibition (no longer an identified bathing water) 
 



European Bathing Water Report 

• Yearly comparison across Europe 
• Report and interactive maps on website 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/index_en.html 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/index_en.html


Research example - Acclimatize Project 

• €6.7 million Launched Oct 2017 
• UCD/Aberystwyth University 
• Rural (Wales) and Urban (Ireland) at-risk 

bathing waters 
• Look at vulnerability of bathing waters to 

climate change to fill gaps in the policy 
evidence-base  

• Develop practical management methods 
and tools to minimise risk to human health 
and the marine environment under current 
and future climate change scenarios  

      

Project Team and Partners 



Thank You 

Merrion Strand 
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