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Objectives

• To outline immunisation schedules in 

Ireland

– Primary childhood schedule

– Vaccine uptake rates

– School immunisation programme

– Seasonal influenza vaccination programme

• To highlight development of new vaccines
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: Dates vaccines introduced into the 

Irish immunisation schedule

1937 - 1999

19928. MMR2

19929. Hib

19887. MMR

19856. Measles

19715. Rubella

19574. Oral Polio  Vaccine  (OPV)

19523. DTP

1930s2. DT

19371. BCG

Date introducedVaccine

2000 - 2011

20085. Hepatitis B (as part of 6 in 1)

20086. PCV7

20107. HPV

20108. PCV 13

20001. Men C

20012. DTaP-Hib-IPV (5 in1)

20013. Inactivated Polio (IPV)

20064. Hib Booster

Date introduced Vaccine
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Primary Childhood Immunisation (PCI) Schedule 

• Birth         BCG  

• 2 months 6 in 1 + PCV*

• 4 months 6 in 1 + Men C

• 6 months 6 in 1 + PCV + Men C

• 12 months   MMR + PCV

• 13 months   Men C + Hib

* PCV 7 introduced in September 2008

PCV13 introduced in December 2010
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Impact of PCV on the burden of IPD caused by Impact of PCV on the burden of IPD caused by 

PCV7 vaccine serotypes in PCV7 vaccine serotypes in ≥≥2 year olds2 year olds

61% reduction in IPD when cumulative number of cases between Jan – Dec 2008 and 2011 are compared 

Data source: IPD Typing Project
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Vaccine uptake rate at 24 months  1999-2012

Target 95%

Source: HPSC
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Quarter 1 2012 D3 immunisation uptake rates (%) by LHO, 

in those 24 months of age in Ireland and Dublin 
(source HPSC)
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Quarter 1 2012 MMR immunisation uptake rates (%) by 

LHO, in those 24 months of age in Ireland and Dublin 
(source HPSC)
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Decline in vaccine uptakes

88%84%89%Hibb

(booster 

dose)

91%88%-PCV3

85%80%93%Men C3

Q1 

2012

Q3 

2010

Q1 

2010

Quarter 1 2012 Men C3 immunisation 

uptake rates (%) by LHO, in those 24 

months of age in Ireland and Dublin 

(source HPSC)
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Decline in vaccine uptakes 2010

? Change in schedule -> confusion

? 5th visit -> parents choosing some vaccines

? IT systems -> incorrect or delayed recording
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Decline in vaccine uptakes 2010

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) 
has recommended 

• certain vaccines be given at specific ages to make 
sure babies are protected from serious diseases at 
the age when they are most vulnerable

• 5 visits to ensure babies are fully protected from these 
diseases

• adherence to vaccine schedule
– three vaccines to be given at the 6 month visit 

• give 6 in1 and Men C in the same limb  

(different sites and 2.5cms apart)

• give PCV in the other limb
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Decline in vaccine uptakes 2010

Actions

• Highlight 5 visits at every opportunity

• Give an appointment for next visit 

• Send a text reminder before 
appointment

• Follow up defaulters as soon as 
possible

• Send vaccine returns on time

• Defaulters need appropriate 
vaccines even if they are over the 
recommended age*

*http://www.immunisation.ie/en/HealthcareProfessionals/G

uidelinesforlateentrants/PDFFile_9494_en.pdf
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School Immunisation Schedule

Tdap11-14

HPV (3 dose schedule)

4 in 1 

MMR

Vaccine

12 (girls only) 

4 -5

Age (years)

4 in1 Diphtheria

Tetanus

Pertussis

Polio

Tdap Tetanus, low dose diphtheria/low dose pertussis

HPV Human Papilloma Virus
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Measles June 2011 – May 2012

Rate of measles cases by country. Source ECDC

• 12 594 cases reported 

• France, Romania, Italy and Spain 

• 79% of the total number of cases 

• Majority of cases not vaccinated (71%)

• 10 cases of encephalitis 

• No deaths 

2012/2013

?? MMR catch up campaign
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Pertussis

• Cough lasting at least 2 weeks 

• No other cause

+

• Paroxysms of coughing

or

• Inspiratory ‘whoop’

or

• Vomiting post cough
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Between Jan – July 2012

• 12,252 cases reported                 

(x 3 for same time in 2011)

• Most < 5 years of age

• 48% unvaccinated

Recommendations

• Age appropriate vaccination

Health care workers

Pregnant women 

Cocooning

• Those with prolonged avoid 

cough should avoid babies

Pertussis Ireland 
Number of pertussis cases notified by week 2009-

2012 (up to week 29), Ireland

Vaccination status (where known) by age group

Source: HPSC
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2011/2012 School Immunisation Schedule

• Introduction of Tdap in 1st year in 19 

LHOs

• Given with 3rd dose of HPV (for girls)

• ? Extension to all LHOs in 2012/2013

• No interval required between previous 

tetanus containing vaccine
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HPV vaccination programme

Gardasil (Sanofi Pasteur)

– protects against 

• HPV 16 and 18 (causes 70% cervical cancers) 

and 

• HPV 6 and 11 (causes 90% anogenital warts)

– 3 dose schedule at 0, 2 and 6 months 

Computerised image of 

the human papillomavirus

Courtesy of Dept of 

Pathology, University of 

Cambridge
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HPV information materials and website
• Parents (over 90% happy with 

content of materials)

• Department of Education

• School management bodies

• National parents council

• Other stakeholders

• Media

www.hpv.ie

• includes

– Ask a question

– Translated materials

Highlights the 

importance of cervical  

screening  in the future
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HPV vaccine uptake 2010/2011

• Over 80% (81.8%) uptake achieved for 3 dose schedule

• Excellent cohort retention

• >95% girls who started dose 1 completed dose 3
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• HPV catch programme 

for all 6th year girls until 

2013/2014

HPV Vaccination Programme
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Gardasil - duration of protective efficacy

• The exact duration of protective 

efficacy will only be determined after 

decades of follow up of vaccinees

• at least 5 years 

• evidence of immune memory

• ? Need for booster

• prevents 98-100% pre-cancerous 

lesions which are precursor to 

cervical cancer
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Incidence of genital warts in young women before and after

introduction of Gardasil, Australia 2011
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• Annual campaign

• No change in at risk groups

• Pregnant women

• Season continues until end of 

April

• Information materials being sent 

next week

• Vaccine deliveries (and record 

cards) start from 16th Sept

Seasonal influenza vaccination programme 

2012/2013

Target 75%

Vaccine uptake for 65+ years with GMS card 

Source:HPSC
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New vaccines

• Meningococcal 

Group B

• ~ 30 new or 

improved vaccines 

anticipated by 2015
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http://www.immunisation.ie/en/HealthcareProfessionals/ImmunisationGuidelines2008/

More information

New chapters August 2012

Diphtheria/ Influenza/ Pertussis/ Tetanus
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Why Immunise?

• Immunisation has saved more lives than 

any other public health intervention apart 

from the provision of clean water

• Immunisation is one of the most cost 

effective and safest of all health 

interventions


