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What is vaccine hesitancy? 

An expression of concern or doubt about the 

value or safety of vaccination 

 
 Indecision and reluctance 

 
Continuum between vaccine acceptance 

and vaccine refusal 

 
X Pro vaccine/ anti vaccine 



What is vaccine hesitancy? 





Teenager blames HPV jab fo1 
'nightmare' side effects  

Concerns as fewer 
schoolgirls opt for 
cervical cancerjab 
Ignore 'unfounded fear' over vaccine, parents told 

By Leah McDonald 

DOCTORS have  expressed 
concern  over  a  drop  in  the 
nu mb er  of  schoolgirls  get­ 
ting  the  life-saving  cervical 

.     rJ1    r jab  due to  
'negative 

rrfteen year old Rebecca Hollidge 
hasbeen livinga•nightmare"for 
the pasttwo years sinceshe had 

the HPV vaccination. 
The  lifesaving  vaccine. recom­ 
mended by the HSE, the World 
Health  Organisation, European 
Medicines Agency  and  the Na­ 
tional   Immunisation  Advisory 
Committee,to reduce the risk of 
cervical cancer is being blamed 
by   330   girls   in   Ireland   for 
bringing on "adverse reactions." 

Rebecca Hollidge     from 
Aughamore, Carrick-on- 
hannon   has   had   her   life 

turned upside down since the 
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between  the human papillomavi­ 
rus  (HPV)  vaccines -  either  Cer­ 
vari.x  or  Gardasil -  and  chronic 
pain  or a second associated  con­ 
dition  which  affects  heart  rate 
and can spark fatigue. 

The  Nationa l  Immunisation 

u:t w7 srrrmrr rrern rt 

an  8.llegect  lmk  between  chrome 
fatigue  syndrome  and  the  HPV 
vaccine . I respect people 's beliefs 
but  there  is no  evidence  to  link 
HPV vaccine with chronic fatigue 

syndrome.' 
Dr Connolly said be understands 

that  there are 270 frls identified 

!nvestigation needed 
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Rebecca  Hollidge wa   ·    t din 
all  the  things  that  t     g :  d a 1  13    ar-old girl doing 
have been a nightmare for her e  ·   ut.    e last  two year . 
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And she is not alone  It is    r ee c  rur for outings. 
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More n,    week: Start ing sex too young 

,.,     ii" Just  over a  quarter of young women 
,am   1e1   have sex before the legal age of con· 

sent at 17, accord ing to the HSE Crisis 
Pregancy Programme. 

Sex at an earlier age can double the 

risk of cervical cancer - tumours that 
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TeenJeft cripple by 
cervical cancer Ja6 
Rebecca slams HSE on Gardasil hell 

girls with chronic and life<hanging hc-.ilth 
BY KATHY ARMSTRONG 

A TEENAGER claims her l ife has been 
turned upside down after the cervical 

c a   er jab.t   d.asil    f t her    ippl.d. 

- . .. ""' .  

issues aflcr gett ing the HPV vaccination .  
They  found  the  medical   information 

leaflet  given  by  manufact.urnr  Mercer 
contains ' f l  symptoms.. 

It   u r tuw ,   ,.,,,,.....],.  n n t     I n   , . , , t    <>  fnl)n, . ,_.,.., 

better off.  

it's not  sanc>thingwcird  is going on.· 
Telling of her ordeal. Rebecca  revealed 

she has gone through lots ofc.>motiOM . 
She said:  r m upsC't  it happmcd. angry 



Consequences 

• Public health impact 

– delayed or selective 

vaccination 

-> increased periods 

of risk exposure 

• Outbreaks of 

vaccine preventable 

diseases 

Polio outbreaks a public health emergency: World 
Health Organization 

'Extraordinary' situation requires a co-ordinated international 
response, UN agency says 

By Amina Zafar, CBC News Posted: May 05, 2014 9:06 AM ET Last Updated: May 05, 2014 8:49 PM ET  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/cbc-news-online-news-staff-list-1.1294364




Figure 6: The global spr-ead of HPV rumours 

- - - - 011-l i ne media artides a bou t Japa1n's witnclrawa l of 

the re,commenda tion of th,e    PV va ccine,, i d enti  i ed in oth.e  countries 

- - - -  On-line med ia a rti c es a bout tne HPV va ccin e identifie-<l  IJv Japan 
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Who are vaccine hesitant? 

• US estimates 1 in 4 parents 

• Widely heterogeneous group 

– Unquestioning acceptor 

– Cautious acceptor 

– Hesitant 

– Late/selective 

– Refuser 



3 C’s Model 



Factors 



Influences 



Actions 

• Understand the specific concerns 

– Not all the same 

– Listen 

– Don’t bring up new concerns 



Actions 

• Frame your message 

• Avoid academic jargon 

√ X 

75% lean beef burgers 25% fat beef burgers 

A vaccine is 99% safe There is a 1% risk of 

side effects 



Trust 
September 2015 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1JFGWBAC5c 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1JFGWBAC5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1JFGWBAC5c


“Visiting anti-vaccination websites for 5–10 minutes can 

increase perceptions of vaccination risks and decrease 

intentions to vaccinate” 



Cawkwell PB, Oshinsky D. Med Humanit 2016;42:31–35. doi:10.1136/medhum-2015-010761 

• Anti vaccine groups use persuasive narrative 

- “My son is my science” Jenny McCarthy USA 

- Personal testimonials on 88% anti vaccine websites 

 

• Use stories of children affected by 

vaccine preventable diseases 

http://www.immunize.org/reports/ 
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Actions 

Adverse event 

• a health problem that happens after vaccination that may 

or may not be caused by a vaccine 

Side effect 

• a health problem that has been shown to be linked to a 

vaccine by scientific studies 



Actions 

• Stay on message 

– Vaccines are safe and effective 

• Recommended by independent experts 

• Higher safety standards than drugs 

– Present risks and benefits accurately 

– Consequences of not vaccinating 

– Clear language 

– Herd immunity not relevant for tetanus 



Pro HPV vaccine articles 
“The case for the safety of the HPV 

vaccine is buttressed by swathes of 

clinical evidence and years of data, 

whereas the opposing side is 

comprised of anecdotes, emotive 

appeals and easily debunked 

assertions. 

It a complete failure of journalism to 

present them as equally valid 

opposing views, a glaring error known 

as false balance. 

It is also irresponsible:” 
11 January 2016 

19 August 2016 

24 August 2016 



April 2016 

WHO report 

Ireland 

• interrupted endemic transmission 

• declared rubella free 

 

 
“Health professionals and parents 

may take a collective bow at this 

landmark WHO announcement” 

Irish Times 6 May 2016 


