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Dear Colleague, 

7th February 2023 

COVID-19 vaccination programme: Children aged 6 months to 4 years 

From mid-February 2023 COVID-19 vaccines will be offered to children aged 6 months to 4 years. The COVID-19 
vaccine will be available for this group in CVCs across the country.  

COVID-19 vaccine for children aged 6 months to 4 years 

In October 2022 the European Medicines Agency (EMA) approved formulations of Comirnaty and Spikevax mRNA 
vaccines for use in those aged 6 months to 4 years inclusive. Children aged 6 months to 4 years in Ireland will be 
offered the Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccine. Paediatric formulations of Spikevax are not available in Ireland. 

A primary course of COVID-19 vaccination is recommended by the National Immunisation Advisory Committee 
(NIAC) for those aged 6 months to 4 years with underlying conditions that place them at higher risk of severe 
COVID-19. The presence of an underlying condition (as listed in appendix 1) significantly increase the risk of 
hospitalisation and severe disease. 

NIAC have also advised that the COVID-19 vaccination should be offered to all children aged 6 months to 4 years 
because of: 

• the protection provided against severe COVID-19 infection and Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children (MIS-C, further details below) and their late consequences 

• the enhanced protection vaccination gives to those who have had COVID-19 infection 

• the modest protection for immunocompromised and other household contacts who are too young to be 
vaccinated 

• the safety profile of the vaccines  

• similar vaccine immunogenicity to that in older children and adolescents. 

Safety, efficacy and effectiveness of the vaccine 

Clinical trials show this vaccine is highly effective at prevent COVID-19 in children, with the immune response of 
children aged 6 months to 4 years to the recommended lower doses of the vaccines comparable to that in 
adolescents and young adults who received higher doses.  

Though serious illness from COVID-19 is rare in this age group, they are even less likely to become seriously ill with 
COVID-19 if they are vaccinated. Children with certain health conditions are at higher risk of severe illness and 
hospitalisation if they get COVID-19. Therefore, we would be grateful if parents and guardians of children in this 
cohort are signposted to trusted information on this vaccine from the HSE available at hse.ie.  

Dosage and administration of the vaccine 

Comirnaty (3 micrograms/dose) requires dilution and is administered intramuscularly as a primary course of three 
0.2ml doses with an interval of three weeks between dose one and two and at least eight weeks between dose two 
and three. 

There is currently no recommendation for additional or boosters in this age group, including those with 
immunocompromise. 



 

 

Health and care professionals are the most trusted source of vaccine information 

It is important that parents and guardians get their information from a trusted source, such as hse.ie or a medical 
professional, when making the decision to vaccinate their child.  

In Ireland, health and care professionals are the most trusted source of information about vaccines. We would 
greatly appreciate your support in providing information to parents and guardians about the COVID-19 vaccines and 
encouraging COVID-19 vaccination for children aged 6 months to 4 years. 

COVID-19 vaccine is also still available in CVC’s for children aged 5-11 years old, and so parents with children in 
this age group, particularly those who would be vulnerable to severe COVID-19 disease, can be reminded that it is 
not too late to be vaccinated. 

We have developed a number of informational resources for health and care professionals.   

We ask you to familiarise yourself with the clinical guidance and FAQs to help support your work and responding to 
queries or concerns parents and guardians may have.  

 

Resources available for health and care professionals  

 Clinical Guidelines V46 https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/clinical-
guidance-for-covid-19-vaccination.pdf   

 FAQs 
https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/faqscovidvacc/covid19faqhcps.
html   

 SOP https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/sopsc19vaccines.htmll   
 Medicine Protocol 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/medicineprotocolsc19v.html   
 Consent information 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/consenthcpc19v.html   

The HSELand programme will be available later this week from www.hseland.ie   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Lucy Jessop 

Consultant in Public Health Medicine – National Immunisations Lead 

National Immunisation Office  

MCRN: 424447 

 



 

 

Appendix 1: List of underlying health conditions that increases the risk of severe COVID-19 

Taken from NIAC Chapter 5a: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


