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Reading Play Talking Feeding Attention Understanding

Communication Wheel 
Segments

6-9 months

12-18 months

9-12 m
onths

18
-2

4 
m

on
th

s

Explores books by mouthing, 
chewing and feeling.

Bangs two objects together. Begins 
to take turns e.g. handing or kicking 
things to someone.

Becomes good at saying strings of sounds. This 
is called babbling e.g. nana, baba, mama, dada.

Gets excited before games like tickling and “round 
the garden”. Keeps interest for up to 1 minute.

Recognises some words 
e.g. Daddy/Bye-bye and 
responds to own name.

Starts to use cup/beaker 
with help. Munches up 
and down when eating.

Focu
ses on

 large an
d brigh

t 
pictu

res in
 a book. Sh

ares 
book w

ith
 adu

lt.

Looks for h
idden

 toy. Learn
s abou

t 
cau

se an
d effect e.g. pu

sh
es an

d pu
lls 

large toy.

B
abblin

g ch
an

ges to strin
gs of differen

t sou
n

ds 
e.g. badam

a, tikidee.

C
an

 briefly listen
 an

d look at you
 an

d th
e object you

 
talk abou

t.

Follow
s sim

p
le com

m
an

d
s 

e.g. “G
ive m

e th
at”, w

h
en

 you
 

u
se w

ord
s A

N
D

 gestu
res.

C
h

ew
s lu

m
py food. 

G
rasps spoon

 an
d

 
im

itates stirrin
g.

Explores books by mouthing, 
chewing and feeling.

Uses objects as they are supposed to be 
used. Begins to play with toys and pre-
tend e.g. pretends to eat/sleep.

Uses 1-5 words, adds to these all the time. 
Begins to use words instead of gestures to get 
what they want / need.

Keeps interest for up to 2 minutes.

Understands new words 
each week. Will bring 
familiar things from 
outside room when 
asked for them.

Holds cup with 2 hands. 
Begins to drink with 
straw. Messy feeding self 
with spoon.

Po
in
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 to
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n
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Pr

et
en

ds
 to

 r
ea

d 
bo

ok
s.

C
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n
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n
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u
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n

d 
ou

t o
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in

er
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Im
it

at
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 s
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n
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 in
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

n
m

en
t e

.g
. w

oo
f 

w
oo

f,
 n

ee
n

aw
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ee
n
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. U
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m
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e 
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ra

se
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da
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co
m

e.

R
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 o

f 
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 w
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ds
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.g
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h
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.
B
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n
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u
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Fo
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d 
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to
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 c

h
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G
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